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Voted: To appropriate one hundred dollars for new furni- 
ture for the Ellice schoolhouse, to be expended by the school 
committee. 


ARTICLE 12. To act on matter of painting schoolhouses as referred 
to this meeting from the annual meeting of 1896. 


Voted: To appropriate fifty dollars to paint the Ellice 
schoolhouse, to be expended under the direction of the school 
committee. 


ARTICLE 13. To fix the rate of interest to be charged on unpaid 
taxes, as required by Article 3, Section 7, of the town by-laws. 


Voted: That six per cent be charged on unpaid taxes, as 
required by Article 3. Section 7, of the town by-laws. 
ARTICLE 14. To appropriate money for necessary town expenses for 


the ensuing year. 


Voted to appropriate :— 


For roads and bridges : 5 3 . , : : . $1,100 00 
Sidewalks. : = . E 5 é 5 5 100 00 
Incidental expenses. - a 0 z 3 . 1,800 00 
Poor department . : F 3 = b 5 5 J 700 00 
Fire department . : 6 5 5 “ z ; a 500 00 
Debt and interest : 0 - ; ' c 2 - 2,750 00 
Interest on water bonds b es : ‘ 3 : . 1,200 00 
Sinking fund : : : : E , A 650 00 
Snow bills. A : c 5 2 : e : Fi 100 00 
All school purposes 5 2 : 2 : 2 = - 38.375 00 


ARTICLE 15. To see whether the town will instruct the selectmen to 
cause a suryey and plaus to be made of oue mile of Main street from 
the Medfield line, and petition for the same to be laid out as a state 
highway, and appropriate money for the expense of the same. 

Voted: To appropriate one hundred and fifty dollars for ex- 
pense of survey and plans of one mile of Main street from 
Medfield line west, and that the selectmen petition for the 
sine to be made a state highway. 

ARTICLE 16, To grant money for all town expenses. 

Voted: To grant $9175, and appropriate $30)0 from the 
funds now in the treasury tor the expenses of the year. 

Voted: That in the expenditure of the town grants the 


thie 


with full powers and authority to arrange all necessary details 
of the contract and bind the town therefor within these gener- 
al limitations; (1) The town shall receive an electric current 
for 120 incandescent lamps of 20 ¢. p. each from sunset until 
midnight; (2) The town shall not be put to an expense for an 
addition to its pumping station, new boilers, machinery, elec- 
trie fixtures, lamps, etc., in excess of $1725. 

ARTICLE 3. To see if the town will vote to purchase a new boiler for 
its water works, and enlarge its pnmping station, or take any action in 
relation thereto. 

Voted unanimously: That this article be referred to the select- 
men and water commissioners, with full powers to make such 
additions to pumping station and the purchase of new boilers 
in connection with making a contract for electric street light 
ing as is provided for under Article 2, with full powers to bind 
the town; provided no expense shall be incurred in connection 
therewith in excess of $500 per year for the street lighting, 


and an expense of not over $1725 for improvements in pump- 
ing station, purchase of new boilers, machinery, and electric 
fixtures. 

ARTICLE 4. Tosee if the town will vote to make appropriations for 
such mouey As may become necessary under any of the above articles. 

Voted unanimously: That the sum of $1725 be appropri- 
ated for the purpose of making an addition to the pumping 
station, the purchase of a new boiler, and such machinery and 
electric fixtures as may be necessury to enable the town to 
make a contract for street lighting with the Millis Electric 
Light Co., or such other responsible par 


y or parties as may 


be approved by the selectmen and water commissioners. 


ARTIOLE 5. To see ifthe town will state the time of making a con- 
tract, and the time that the street lights shall be in operation. 

Voted unanimously: That the committee shall close a con- 
tract and begin operations not later than thirty days from 
date, and that the lights are to be in operation not later than 
September, 1897. 


i) 


1897) on altering and repairing Adams schoolhonse, or act on any mat- 
ter relating thereto, and to appropriate money for any expense that 
may be incurred for getting out plans and Specifications. 

‘Voted: To appropriate $50 for the use of the committee in 
procuring plans and specifications and estimates. or any ex- 
pense connected therewith. 

ARTICLE 7. To see if the town will vote to authorize the treasurer to 
reimburse George C. Thrasher for certain sums paid to treasarer iu 
place of tax deeds of property of J. MeGinness and others, or act in any 
matter relating thereto. 

Voted: That any equitable sum be appropriated to reim- 
Diurse Mr. Thrasher for any sums die him from the town. 

Adjourned, 


Lours LaCrorx, 
Vown Clerk. 


——————<____ 


Turep Merrie, Sexe 26, 1897. 


ARTICLE 1, To choose a moderator to preside in said meeting. 

Osgood T. Dean elected and qualitied-as moderator. 

ARTICLE 4. To hear the report of any committee, and to act thereon. 

Mr. W.P. Clark, chairman of electric committee, made a 
partial report. 

Voted: That the report be accepted and the committee be 
discharged. 

ARTICLE 5. To see if the town will yote to appropriate for the 
lighting of the streets with electricity or by other means, for the ensu- 
ing yeur, or do or take any action in relation thereto. 

Voted: That the sum of $500 be appropriated for the pur- 
pose of lighting the streets during the ensuing year. 

Voted: That the method of lighting, making of contracts. 
uid all matters of detail connectea therewith be left in the 
hands of a committee of seven, consisting of the board of wa- 
ter commissioners and four others, to be appointed by the 
chair, with full powers to act and bind the town. 


ig! 
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ARTICLE 6, To see if the town will authorize a special committee to 
make a contract with responsible parties for lighting the streets with 
electric lights for a term of years, or take any action in relation there- 
to. 

Voted: "Po postpone indefinitely. 

ARTICLE $8. To see if the town will vote to purchase two 50-horse- 
power boilers for its water works, and enlarge its pamping station, or 
take any action in relation thereto. 

Voted: That the town purchase two 50-horse-power boil- 
ers for its pumping station, and build an addition to its pump- 
ing station at a total expense not exceeding $2500 in amount, 
providing arrangements can be made with responsible parties 
whereby power can be furnished yielding an income to the 
town of at least $500 per annum for a period of five years, 
said purchases and contracts to be made and addition to be 
erected by said committee of seven provided for in preceding 
vote under Article 5. 


ARTICLE 7. To see if the town will vote to enter into any arrange- 
ment with responsible parties to proyide for the lighting of its streets 
with electricity in connection with the operation of its water works. or 
take any action in relation thereto. 

Voted: That it is the sense of the town to make, if possi- 
ble, an arrangement with responsible parties for the lighting 
of its streets with electricity in connection with the operation 
of its water works, and that the special committee of seven ap- 
pointed under Article 5 be a committee to represent the town, 
with authority to make a five-year contract with responsible 
parties at an annual expense of not exceeding $500 per annum, 
and with authority to arrange all necessary details and to bind 
the town therefor within these general limitations:— 

(1) The town shall receive electric current for 120 incan- 
descent lamps of 20 ¢. p. each, from sunset to midnight. 

(2) The town shall incur no expense for new boilers, ma- 
chinery, and addition to its pumping station In excess of 
$2500. 

(8) The town shall receive for any horse-power furnished 
at least $500 per year. 
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ARTICLE 9. To see if the town will vote to appropriate aud raise by 
borrowing or otherwise, such sams of money as may be hecessary for 
all or any of the purposes mentioned in the foregoing articles. 


Voted: 40 Yes, 14 No; That the sum of $2500 be appropri- 
ated for the purpose of purchasing two boilers and building an 
addition to its pumping station, the same to be paid from 
money on hand in the treasury. 

ARTICLE 2. To hear the report of the committee (appointed March 


15 to look into the advisability of enlarging the Adams schoolhonse). 
and act in any matter relating thereto. 


J.S. Folsom for committee reported with plans for altera- 
tion of the Adams schoolhouse. 

Voted: ‘To accept the report. 

Voted: lo adopt the report of the cominittee, 

Voted: That the school committee be the committee to 
carry out the plans as recommended. 


ARTICLE 3. To appropriate such sums of money as may be necessary 
by the action of the town on the preceding article. 

Voted unanimously: That «a sum not to exceed 33000 be 
appropriated from the amount in the treasury at the close of 
last financial year. ; 

The moderator appointed on committee named in Article 5: 
Edmund N. Clark, Albert B. Cheney, James W. Townsend. 
Herbert H. Thorne. Albert B. Cheney declined to serve, and 
Henry E. Hosmer was appointed in his stead. 

Adjourned, 

Lovis LaCrorx, 


town Cleré. 


Pourru Merrie, Aveustr 28, 1897. 
ARTICLE 1. To choose 2 mederator to preside in said meetin. 
Unanimously elected John M. Crane as moderator. 


ARTICLE 2 ‘To see if the town will ippropriate money to supply fur- 
nishings and finish Adams schoolhouse according to plans. 


Turspay, THe Secony Day or Novemren, 1897, 


Then and there to bring in their vores for the following officers :-— 


Governor, lieutenant-governor, secretary, treasurer, auditor, attor- 
ney-general, councillor, senator, representative in the General Conrr. 
county commissioner, register of deeds, county treasnrer. 


Result of vote as declared: — 


Governoi— 


William Everett of Quincy, Democratic National, i 
George Fred Williams of Dedham, Democratic. 10 
Roger Wolcott of Boston, Republican, 41 

Blanks, 3 


L tentenant-Governor:-— 
Edward A. Buckland of South Hadley, Socialist Labor Party. 1 
Christopher T. Callahan of Holyoke, Democratic, i 


James E. Cotter of Hyde Park, Democratic Natioual, 6 

W. Murray Crane of Dalton, Republican, 39 

Willard O. Wylie of Beverly, Prohibition, 1 

Blanks, 7 
Seeretary:— 

9 


Charles D. Nash of Whitman, Democratic, 
William M. Olin of Boston, Republican, +H 


ieldon of H 


pleton, |] 


HE treasurer's books show the following receipts and ex- 
penditures during the month of Pebrnary, 1897, during 
the administration of Charles G. Brackett, treasurer for that 


month :-— 


Feb. 1897. Casn. 
1 Balance . 5 é E c “ F 
Interest on deposit A. L. & T. Co. : - $ 

4 Taxes, 1896, J. C. Thorne, collector 


*  1893-4-5, Geo. C. Thrasher, collector 
6 “© 1893-4-5, oe 
Frank H. Pollock, surplus of tax sale . 


Abner Chute, “ 

Ami Vuillier, So ss 

Geo. GC. Morrill, as cs = 5 

Estate of H. P. Millis, “ ge Lot 1 
a ‘ ‘s « “ 9 
“ “ ‘ “ 5 
« « ‘ 4 


9 Poor Department, Town of Kingston . 
20 Incidentals, inspector of animals a 
Taxes 1896, interest J. C. Thorne, collector 


** 1896, excess, Wy * 
Feb. 1897. Cas. 
4 Tax titles, estate of H. P. Millis . - $$ 904 
as Ann MeGreery . 4 ' 6 23 60 
ae Heirs of E. O’Donnell . : 8 17 


Amount carried forward, $40 81 


Dr. 
$8,022 90 


1,391 96 


$9,414 86 
Or. 


23 


Amount brought forward, 
School department, sale of books and supplies 


Tncidentals, state treasurer . : ci ‘i 
Court fines, R. G. Fairbanks . 5 ; 
MS Emery Grover . Fi ei é : 


Auctioneers’ license 
Peddler’s license : Hae 3 
Slanghter licenses. : 
Demzud note, Medway Savi ie Bank! 
Treasurer of Commonwealth, corporation tax 
Treasurer of Commonwealth, national bank 
tax. ‘ : - a ic ry c 
Treasurer of Commonwealth, state aid 
‘Treasurer of Commonwealth, military aid . 
Treasurer of Commonwealth, Massachusetts 
school fund . P : 
Connty treasurer, dog ox e 6 . 
Interest American Loan & Trust Co. . ; 
Taxes, J. C. Thorne, collector =. : 5 
Interest on taxes, J. C. Thorne collector 
TAT eS es ee eel 
Cr. 
N. F. Goldsmith, note and interest. 
Medway Savings Bank, demand note and sate: 


est 
State St. "Sate Deposit & Trast icon ancenegt on 
water bonds . 5 : < 
State treasurer, interest on eae ieee, : - 
ce park loan and interest = ‘ 
Water commissioners, sinking fund . 
State tax : : é A , 
Connty tax 
Selectmen’s orders, ica 
hi sidewalks 
ue incidentals 
“ survey state road . 4 
es snow bills 
pe state aid 
“f military aid . 


Overseers of poor, orders 
Fire engineers’ orders . 


Amount carried forward, 


$1,045 40 


$9,633 85 
7 80 
25 00 


SS $8 90 
2 00 

3 00 

2 00 

2,000 00 

182 76 


235 538 
336 00, 
32 00 


345 03 
116 80 
98 98 
9,855 65 
675 


$22,917 05 
$1,030 50 
1,026 25 


1,200 00 
1,155 00 
650 00 
595 00 
833 98 


54 87 
1,301 29 
116 25 
141 17 
818 00 
88 00 
SS 8,064 98 
1,156 59 

474 84 


$11,587 14 


HE selectmen organized with Willard P. Clark as chair- 
man, Louis LaCroix as clerk of the board, and Moses C. 
Adams as superivtendent of streets. 


STREETS. 

The streets are in only fair condition, and should have much 
more work done than the appropriations will allow. The street 
from the post-office to East Millis depot, especially the hill, 
needs a large amount of work done, being narrow and steep. 

July 13 a petition was filed asking for the laying out of a 
town way from near the East Millis station to the pumping 
station. The abutters were notified and a hearing given and 
survey made. At this time agreement has been made with all 
but one of the abutters. When agreements are all made it 
will be formally laid out and reported to the town for aeccep- 
tance. 

Srare THicuway. 

Acting under the expressed wish of the town, we caused 
survey and plans to be made covering Main street from the 
Medfield line west to Dover street. These plans, with petition, 
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Appropriation 4 H0 
L. Clark, 189¢ P & 7 80 
7 AO 
18 00 
h r . 
A 18 
1 73 
4 20 
15 


rance r eae ' 
( 


ae following report is respectfully presented for the 


year ending Jan. 31, 1898. 


RECEIPTS. 
Appropriated by the town . 
Town of Kingston 
City of Malden 5 
Estate of R. C. Hardin 
State . > a 3 
Town of Athol 


There is due from Town of Kingston 
Town of Milford 
City of Malden . 
City of Newton 
City of Waltham 
Town of Norfolk 
State . 


$700 00 
65 44 
32 76 

3 50 
16 89 
21 00 


3116 73 
3 00 


$839 59 


$512 06 


id Cit 


y of Bostor 


ALS 


24 00 


For the Year Ending Jan. 31, 1898. 


HE board of engineers and forest fire-wards organized 
May 3, 1897, with G. R. Hill chief, F. Swarman assistant, 
and J. S. Adams, clerk. Upon Mr. Adams resigning, A. L. 
Ware was appointed to fill the vacancy. 
We would report the fire apparatus in good condition, and 
would recommend an appropriation of $500 for general ex- 
penses for the ensuing year. 


Fires Durine tHE YEAR. 
1897. 
March.—Grass on land of J. F. C. Slayton. 
Mareh.—Grass on land of John Shea. 
April 1.—In shoe faetory of J. M. Herman & Co. 
April 19.—Grass and sprout land of Millis Ice Co. 
April 20.—Grass and sprout land of J. Townsend and others. 
April 22.—On land of Henry Daniels. (No alarm.) 
July 1—Alarm near Holliston line. 
July 18.—W. Wallace “Barn tenement.” 
October 17.—Wood land of H. E. Hosmer. 
Noyember 24.—Alarm, near Holliston line. 


URING the year Mrs. Bessie C. Thorne resigned as li- 
brarian, and Miss Ada D. Jacoy was appointed to fill the 
vacancy. 

There have been about one hundred yolumes added to the 
library during the year, besides the valuable reports which the 
state and national governments yearly contribute to our Te- 
Sources. This makes the present number of books in the li- 
brary about twenty-six hundred. 

A careful examination a few months ago showed the books 
to be in excellent condition, with only two or three yolumes 
missing. The circulation of books has been such as to prove 
that the library is appreciated by young and old. 

The committee ask for generous consideration the coming 
year in the matter of appropriation for library uses. 

Respectfully submitted by 


A. H. Wueetocr, 
Lours LaCrorx, 
Hereerr H. THorNE, 


Trustees of the Millis Public Library. 


[ ‘HE commissioners of Prospect Hill cemetery submit 
herewith their annual report for the year ending Jan, 31, 
1898. 


March 28, 1897, paid to W. P. Clark, chairman of 


selectmen, cash on hand as per last report 5 $13 00 
September 18, Received of W. P. Clark interest ou 
fund ‘ s c ; 5 - 5 #25 0S 
Received for wood sold 3 7 : 3 2 2 67 
$0 75 
Expended :— 
May, for trespass notices : 2 3 : 3 ® 00 
May, for labor, H. B. Hosmer. 2 4 : 10 50 
May, « C. F. Hood . ‘ , s : 7 75 
October, for labor, Herbert Frink “ : 450 
October, MY H. E. Hosmer . i : 6 00 
$30 75 


Mr. IL. Robins Richardson has planted a number of maple 
trees at his own expense. 

About fifty Revolutionary soldiers lie buried here and their 
descendants are invited to place markers at their graves. 

Four graves are already marked in this manner, viz.:— 


—s 


HE assessors have to report that owing to the surplus 

funds in the town treasury in the spring of 1897, they 
were enabled to make quite a low rate of taxes for the year. 
It is with regret that in view of the heavy expenditures dur- 
ing the past year for electric light purposes, the new school- 
house, and other items, they greatly fear the incoming board 
will be forced to largely increase the rate for the ensuing 
year. 

As there had been some complaint in the past as to the high 
yaluation of the town, the board procured the published valu- 
ation of Medfield, Medway, and Sherborn, and after a careful 
comparison to the best of their ability they were unable to 
find any material difference in the comparative valuation of 
the four towns. Below wiil be found a statement of valua- 
ations:— 


Buildings . : 3 5 - ; r c 2 : . $443,880 
Lana . 4 : : ‘ ‘ 7 é 6 A : «212,135 
Personal. * é A - Z : 5 2 A - 63 880 

$719,845 


Acres of land 7149 3-8. Horses 194. Cows 439. Sheep 1. 
Other neat cattle 70. Swine 61. Fowl 1460. 


For the Board, 
J. M. Crane. 


REPORT OF THE WATER COMMISSIONERS. 


10 the Citizens of the Town of Millis: — 
N the 80th day of March, 1897, the commissioners met 
and elected the following officers: Chairman, J. Sylya- 
nus Adams; clerk and register, Wesley W. Whiting. 

At the annual town meeting $650 was appropriated for the 
sinking fund, and this sum was placed on deposit at the Ded- 
ham Institution for Savings, 

A dividend of 80 per cent being paid by the receiver of the 
Millis Savings Bank, part of it was placed on deposit at the 
Dedham Institution for Savings, and the balance in the Med- 
Way Savings Bank, making the disposition of the sinking fund 
as follows:— 

Appropriations for 1895, 1896 and 1897, $650 each =. S| ($1,850 00 
Investments :-— 


Dedham Institution for Savings . 5 - $1,000 00 
Medway Savings Bank 2 el eR Aeon 
MillisSavings Bank . Settee 124 80 


——— 31,950 00 
The line of service pipe was extended on Plain street about 
50 rods to the residence of Mrs. A. J. Goodrich, at an expense 
of $94.24, 
Mr. J. S. Adams was retained as engineer at the pumping 
station. 
J.S. Apans, 
W. W. Wuirie, 
Cuartes LaCrorx, 
Water Commissioners. 
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FInanciaL STATEMENT. 
Westey W. Wnritixe, Warer Reaister, in account with 
Town of Millis Water Department for the year ending Jan- 
uary 31, 1898. 


Dr. 

Balance Jan. 31, 1897 5 : é é 2 . $1,081 64 
Water rent firstquarter .  . . . = -; 251 S4 
er second quarter. . é é rs 212 25 

third quarter . A 5 5 é ¢ 309 87 

ee fourth quarter d 5 836 50 
Interest on deposit in Medway Savings Bank 10 10 
Sinking fand, town appropriation - c : oC 650 00 

——_— $2,802 20 

J.S. Adams, salary . . 4 5 ‘ a 2 $546 00 
J. CG. Thorne, labor . é : : : 3 3 50 
J. CG. Thorne, coal and emane 5 ‘ : é 319 48 
Harrington & Bradbury, supplies .  . -~ . 7 45 
Hartford Steam Boiler Insurance Co., insurance . 62 50 
G. W. Miller, labor . ' 3 é é 2 2 2 00 
J.S. Folsom, supplies. F 3 ‘ a : 2 80 
W. M. Hoar, supplies. theese ote 1 00 
B. LaCroix, labor and eupniies Pate A 4 43 49 
Water register office expense . 3 et Pe Mee 11 55 
Sinking fund . . : 2 ‘ A P ¢ 650 00 
O. T. Dean, labor . ‘ 3 - A d 5 9 00 
C. L. Elwell, labor . : c 3 00 
Jacob Wise, labor. : 5 j 5 3 7 50 
James Dinneen, labor. : : Maes 7 50 
D. Dinneen, labor 3 00 
Dennis McCarty, labor 7 50 
John Olson, labor 3°75 
E. Ryan, labor . 6 75 
M. McGuire, labor : : 7 50 
Me Splainy labor 9 = ae 15 00 
T. McMahan, labor . 2 119 
H. Pollard, labor 119 
C. L. Elwell, rebate . 1 00 


Amount carried forward, * $1,723 65 


port t 


00 
2 ¢ 


REPORT OF 


SCHOOL BUILDING COMMITTEE. 


to make additions and re) s to Adams seh 
to planus which had been : 
building ready for occupancy at the co 
term, saw the necessity of immediate action. The building of 
the tower was let out by contract, and the contr i 
to J. E. Stone of Rockville, as he made the mos’ 
bid. Mr. Stone’s job was done in a workmanlike n 
within the ified time. 

The repairs of the old building were taken in charge by Mr. 
W. W. Whiting, and all the work was well and thoroughly 
done. 

Toward the completion of the building it be 
that the first appropriation of $8000 was not large enough, 
and at an additional town meeting, held August 28, $1000 
was appropriated to complete the work; and your committee 
regret to state that even that sum proved insufticient, and there 
are now bills due amounting to $271.58, for which we ask an 
appropriation. 


ted by the town, a 


and 


ne evident 


ScHooL BUILDING. 
Appropriation =. 5 5 C . 3 E $4,000 00 
Expended :— 
Jacob Wise, labor " - ‘ A - ‘ . $19 77 
C.F. Hood, labor. r x . = “ A 59 90 
J.C. Thorne, labor .. - - 5 5 - 5 49 00 
John Olsen, labor ; ‘ ; f z : 5 64 89 
H.E. Hosmer, labor . a 3 f e , ; 63 00 
H. H. Thorne, labor and freight é 5 F : 12 40 
W. P. Clark, insurance. : 5 ‘ , ‘ 2 00 


Amount carried forward, 


“s 
Bi 


Loot 


ee 
Pr ye Ad i 
Febrnary, 1897, 86 > 


addition: 
nk aa 
ructed ens : 
Board o' District Poli Z4 ae i 
nse Cea 2 
modern methods- i ae 


DicvELorMENT OF THE Senoors. 

That the work of the schools has materially changed is 
now apparent, particularly in the upper grammar grades; a 
comparison of examinations given in Januar Ay (ae year 
well as those of last yei 
decided difference 
ent. The cl 
as faras poss 
sults. 


AZO, 1S 


Special attention has been directed to the 
the power 0 1 dete 
mental arithmet 
tion, and infere 
wmple opporti 
sharp competitions of 


Much emphasis has been 
reports, but there is no more 
De ice in our pelionlss ae th 


s im- 
ly good 
is the 
yughts 
ion aoe ut 


Teneaeatel y process by w Ani 
of others, 1t holds a position in fie 
nothing else can.” Ib has be 


entecy oe as specimens of iter aie, and leading the pupil 
to an interest not only in the story but in the style of the au- 


thor; and indeed, with the modern “reading-book” do we find 
this idea preyajling as shown in the selections from our stand- 
ard authors. 

The relation of the public library to the work of the class- 
room has been kept before the minds of the scholars, and sug- 
gestions made for outside reading; additions to the material 
for reading should frequently be made, as the awakened desire 
calls for fresh supply of the mental food. 
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The interest awakened in these natural phenomena has 
been marked, and the value of the work should not be treated 
too lightly, especially as local conditions of the weather are 
thus discovered and made the basis of the knowledge of mete- 
orology as found in the course in geography. 


Pr 

Though vertical penmanship has been established for sev- 
eral years in the Millis schools, the natural devel : 

the system has produced successive changes in writing- : 

and in Noyember the method of Merrill’s V al Penmanship 

was adopted, which has since been used with favorable re: 


Dr: 

This subject has not received its due sha f tion in 
recent years in our schools, but at present, effort is being made 
to establish it, with definite grade requirements, as Sout i 
one pou provided by the State Bo: 


ANSHIP. 


WING. 


in tateston with other subjects. 


Must, 
While songs have been sung and certain essi 


work is being carricd on in systematic manner, and it is 
hoped this cheerful element in school life will have so firm a 
hold upon scholars and teachers alike, that its absence would 
suggest the truth contained in the remark that a school with- 
out music is like a day without sunshine.” To further aid in 
this course, theyschools are now well equipped with the books 
and charts of the Normal Course, and for the high-grammar 
school, the Cecilian Series of Study and Song, additional; the 
provision of these books meets a long-felt want. 


Puystcanr Exercises. 
The advantage of a well-developed bogy for a well-devel- 
oped mind has not been lost sight of by our teachers, and the 
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VisiTors. 

Oceasion has been taken in the reports of preceding years 
to comment upon the laek of visits to the school, especially on 
the part of parents. While not expressing satisfaction at the 
results of this year, it will be timely to acknowledge a notice- 
able gain in this regard. 

A recent report from the schools shows that since the first 
of September, there have been visits from parents as follows: 
Adams school, Room 1, twelve; Room 2, eight; Room 3, four- 
teen; Room 4, fourteen ; Ellice school, three; total,tifty-one. The 
ntire number of visits for the year is 391, including the above 
mentioned, as well as 17 visits from the school committee, and 
78 visits by the superintendent. 

While the total of visits may seem luge, it must be borne 
in mind that on several occasions ther ve been special ex- 
ercises, which doubtl attracted a number who have not 
been in the habit of going to the schoolroom to observe the 
vegular work. While the teachers are ready to welcome al 
interested, at any time, they are aware of a benefit to the schol- 
ars arising from a frequency of visitors during the recitation 
periods, and it is this attention to the jools that we would 
specially encourage, to the mutual advantage of parent and 
teacher. 


SUGGESTION AND ACKNOWLEDGE 


In reviewing the work for the year, much ean be noticed 
that is encouraging; that our schools are not at a standstill, 
but are progressing, is evident, and it is believed that our cit- 
izens see and appreciate this. It must be kept in mind, how- 
ever, that our conditions are not ideal, and much need be done 
to fulfill the conception of the modern school; it is the pur- 
pose of the present policy to extend the progress and efficien- 
ey of the schools of this town just as fully as our local condi- 
tions will admit. 

A suggestion in this line would be to have the sixth 
grade of the Ellice school attend the Adams-schoo! where they 
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